Non-Profit Org.
. U.S. Postage Paid
Atlantic Challenge Rockland, ME

Permit No. 2

Craftsmanship~- Community ~ Seamanship

643 Main Street -~ Rockland, ME 04841

www.atlanticchallenge.com

INSPIRING PERSONAL GROWTH THROUGH CRAFTSMANSHIP, COMMUNITY AND TRADITIONS OF THE SEA

me APPRENTICE

Newsletter of Atlantic Challenge Issue 2 Vol. 12 Fall 2008

Chew the Fat Wword Origins and History

Battle of Machias

This issue it’s time for another kind of maritime origin: the first naval engagement of the Revolutionary War, which took place
here in Maine near the small downeast port of Machias.

In June 1775 (not long after Lexington and Concord) the British schooner HMS Margaretta sailed into Machias escorting two
American merchant vessels, the Unity and the Polly. The convoy’s British commander arrived to a town already demonstrating
support for American independence with a tall pine striped of its lower branches set in the center of town. This “liberty tree” was
a symbol of solidarity spreading throughout New England at the time.

The British commander ordered the tree be cut down immediately, and restricted the merchant vessel’s necessary supplies to
those who agreed to cooperate with the British. The townspeople refused, forming a militia to capture the British ship and crew.
The British escaped (the commander jumping out a church window during a Sunday sermon) and got underway for sea under
fire from small boats, canoes, and from shore.

The Americans continued their chase, commandeering the Urity and another local merchant vessel. Armed with little more than
muskets and pitchforks, they improvised planking to protect themselves from cannon aboard Margaretta. Accounts of the battle
are unclear, but the outcome was not. American Captain Jeremiah O’Brien (elected to his post during the chase) brought the
Unity alongside Margaretta, engaging in close fighting that resulted in capture of the British vessel.

After this first engagement O’Brien and the townspeople renamed their ship Machias Liberty, and grew their small fleet by con-
tinuing to capture other British vessels. O’Brien was heralded by American forces as the “Machias Admiral” and British forces
came to regard his small port town as the “Hornet’s Nest”, which continued to harass the British fleet for the remainder of the
war.
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Eric Stockinger, Apprenticeshop Director

Here at the Apprenticeshop, we are always on the look out for that next “special” pro-
ject. This fall we found one, well, two actually! Longtime shop supporter Frank Blair
approached us with a project that had been stirring in his mind for some time, a project
that had been talked about at the shop for years, but never quite got off the ground.
“Wouldn’t it be cool to have two boats, identical in every way, but capable of carrying

Lofting begins. August, 2008

Constructing the molds. September, 2008

Constructing the backbones. October, 2008

L to R3 Kevin Carney, Eric Stockinger, Nigel Irens,
Warren Kaericher & Frank Blair. October, 2008




